THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

use they made of "The Covent-Garden Journal."    Their
advertisements sometimes filled more than a column.

Apart from its sober transactions, the office gained
considerable notoriety as the London agency of the Glaston-
bury waters. It is an interesting story, which recalls for
the last time the town near which Fielding passed his early
childhood with his grandfather Gould at Sharpham Park.
There was living in the neighbourhood an old man, one
Matthew Chancellor, who had suffered greatly from asthma
or phthisic for more than a quarter-century. After a vio-
lent paroxysm on an October night in 1750, he fell asleep
from exhaustion, and dreamed that he was at Glastonbury,
where One appeared to him in vision and pointed to a spring
of clear water which would cure him of his ailments pro-
vided he heeded certain specific directions. Before break-
ing his fast, he must drink a glassful of the water on seven
successive Sunday mornings. He followed the instructions
and was perfectly healed. The next year the wells at Bath
and Bristol were deserted. Ten thousand people, it is said,
flocked to Glastonbury to drink from the miraculous spring.
It was known as "the blood spring." According to the
usual legend, Joseph of Arimathea, when he came to Glas-
tonbury, brought with him the cup from which our Lord
drank at the Last Supper, and buried it near the foot of
Tor Hill, on the slope of which Squire Allworthy subse-
quently obtained his extensive view westward to the British
Channel. From the spot where the cup lay hidden, gushed
forth for centuries .a spring of healing waters. The water
contains a certain amount of iron, which oxidizes easily on
exposure to the atmosphere and leaves a deposit resembling
clots of blood. Hence the name given to the spring and an
explanation of the miracles wrought on all who stooped to
drink. There were then, of course, sceptics and wits to be
reckoned with. A physician, who subjected the water to
the usual tests, came to the correct conclusion that it was
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